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Socorro SOil & Water Conservation District
103 Ncc] Ave.

Socorro, NM 87801

(505) 8%5-1710 ext. 5

(505) 8%8-0978 (fax)
[ mail: sswcd@sdc.org
Website: www.socorroswed.com

Socorro SWCD Board Members:

John Carangelo, Chairman

]__arrg Whiteﬁcld, Vice-Chairman

Virginia Johnson, 5¢crctar3/Trcasurer

I rest Cordova, SuPer\/isor

Rafael Carri“o, 5uPcr\/isor

Rob Bowman, SUPcrvisor

| eo | ovato, Supcwisor (1,/02 thru 1 2,/02)
Coricg Hcrkenhoﬁ(i/oﬁ thru Present)

Sta{:)c:

Nglccn Troxcl Stowe, Frogram Managcr & Noxious Weed C oordinator
Stu Mcf:arland, Rangc chhnician & Noxious Weed SPecialist
Brian Mertz, Range T echnician & Noxious \Weed Spccia]ist
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The Socorro Soil & Water Conservation District’s C onservation Frogram
continues to grow cach year. |t has been clesigned to comPlimcnt and enhance

existing, USD A programs that are available to Socorro SWCD cooPerators
’chroughou’c the District. T he Fo”owing Is a summary of the available programs and

the combined benefits of the District and USDA’s multifaceted program.
> Socorro SWCD ]rrigation Works | oan Frogram—Tlﬂis program is funded

bg money borrowed from the lntersta’ce Stream Commission ata very low
interest rate that we are able to pass on to the cooperators within our District.
Or\c loan was made this year. Thc loan was for $50,000 to install 2,560 feet
of 18” irrigation Pipcline, with 12 valves, and 10,842 cubic 9ards of soil were
moved for land lcvcling }Jcneﬁting 121 acres.

> 50corro SWCD Cost 5‘13:‘6 Frogram:rlﬂis year $18,801.97 was funded
for cooPerators to move 14,639 cubic gards of soil for land leve]ing bcnemciting
156 acres; installation of 33 field ditch turnouts bcneFiting 26 acres;
installation of 962 feet of concrete ditch with 20 turnouts and one check gate
bencmciting 345 acres; installation of 950 feetof 1 5” irrigation Pipelinc with 7
valves benefiting 32 acres; installation of 2 livestock wells totaling 39% feet
bcncmciting 47,500 acres; 72.8 acres of brush control bcncfiting 14,000 acres;
and installation of one irrigation well of 90 feet bcne{:iting 5% acres.

> Urban Conservation Frogram:rhis program continues-several aPPIicants
are in the process of insta”ing their systems

> EQ]F:[_Hs USDA program is bcing wiclclg utilized bg cooperators in the
District. Practices aPPIiecl this fiscal year include brush control, concrete
ditch, irrigation Pipclinc, and dairg waste management.

> (Conservation chl-mical Assistance with numerous other individuals rcsulting

in many Practiccs being aPPlied on the agricultural land within our District.

The aPPIication of resource management systems in corjunction with the combined
benefits of this multifaceted program has resulted in an estimated savings of 16,000
acre-inchesof water and substantial soil savings in the Socorro 5WCD this fiscal
year. Other benefits derived from the aPPlication of these conservation systems
include imProved water qualitg in the irrigatecl va”cg as well as the grazing lands in the
District, imProvecl wildlife habitat, imProvccl watersheds and an overall imProvcmcn’c in

the qua]itg of life for all of the residents in our area.
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The Socorro SWC D continues to work under its contract with the |[SC to
comPletc the Socorro/Sierra Regionai Water Flan. The Steering C ommittee has
met several times to devc]op the alternatives. | he alternatives list was stream lined-
Phgsicallg impossiblc tasks or tasks too cxpcnsivc to be feasible were removed from
the list. Alternatives such as water conservation Practiccs and vegetation control
’coPPecl our list. T he draft Socorro/SHierra chiona| Water Flan is due out in
Scptcmber of 2003% thanks to the hard work of the Stecring Committec and our
Contractor~Danic| B. Stcphcns & Associates. | he NM State chislaturc
through the |nterstate Stream (ommission, funds this contract. Completion of the
Plan is scheduled for December 2004

The Socorro SWCD continues its work with several Environmental groups (Rio
(Grande Restoration, Sierra Club, Amigos Bravos, and NM Fublic |nterest
Research Group) as well as the MRGCD Assessment Fagcrs Association to
protest the Citg of Albuquercluc’s San Juan Chama Drinking Water Frcjcct’s
Point of Diversion Proposa] before the Ogicc of the State Enginccr. The Citg of
Albuc]ucrquc has water rigl’zts for 47,000 acrefeet of San Juan Chama water but
has ProPosccl diverting 10%,000 acre-ft of water from the Rio (Grande Potentia”g
causing a severe decrease in native Rio (Grande water, a severe decrease in water
qualitg, and detriment to the Bosc]uc within the Citg limits of Albuqucrquc. The
Socorro SWCD has spent many hours working with these groups, Provicling
comments and testimony to the NM Office of the State E_ngincer. The hearing
concluded in the sPring of 200% and is now before the State Enginecr. This
Coalition has also met with Jol‘m Stomp of the Citg of Albuqucrquc and with
Magor Martin Chavez to discuss their concerns.

Thc District hosted a [Food, Land, & Fcoplc training for the Socorro Fublic
School Sgstem Teachers in August. The Socorro SWCD Boarcl Purchased
four FLF manuals for the teachers that attended the training. Thc Socorro
SWCD also hosted a Ko”ing Rivers Water Trailcr demonstration for the teachers
in August. Thc Socorro SWCD held Ko”ing Rivers Water Trailer

demonstrations for Bosquc Dags and the 5evi||eta NWR/La Joga OPcn Housc,
The District Proviclcc{ soil stcwarclship materials for the K—ﬁth gradcs in Socorro
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(Parkview E_|cmcntar3, San Antonio E_lcmen’carg, Miclwag E_]cmentarg and
Cottonwood Charter School). The District also sponsorccl five savings bonds for

science fair Prcjects on conservation at the Sarracino Middle School Science [Fair.

The Socorro SWCD Partncrcd with Sierra SWCD, Cabaﬂo SWCD, and] a
(Union SWCD to submit a Proposal to NMDA for the | ower Rio (Grande Salt
Cedar Control Froject for $1.25 million. AJoint powers Agrccment was signed }33
four Districts. Fach SWCD aPPointccl a super\/isor from their District to sit on
the Steering Committee. | he Stecring C ommittee developcd a Plan and a }Judget
for treatment of aPProximatcly 200 acres 1:79 cut~sturnP and 4,800 acres by aerial
aPPIication. The Frojcct Managcr is Nylccn T roxel Stowe. She met with the
USTFWSin rcgarcls to the presence of the Southwestern willow ﬁgcatchcr. A V-
mile buffer will be left around these sites when treatment bcgins in 5eptember of
2003. PBoth the Sierra SWCD and the | a (nion SWCD managecl cut-stump
treatments this past winter. APProximatclg 38 acres was treated inthe | a (Union
SWCD and 30 acres were treated in the Sierra SWCD The Socorro, Sierra,
and Caba"o SWCDS have signec] up landowners with a total of 9100 acres of Salt
cedarinfestation for aerial treatment. [~ ach District has hosted two sets of Public
meetings regarding this Prcject. The Socorro SWCD advertised a RFF for the
aerial treatment in API"!! of 200%3. T his contract was awarded to North Star
Hclicoptcr, Inc. This company will take the G| S files of the Southwestern willow
ﬂgcatcher nesting sites and other areas of avoidance and uPloacl these into an

onboard GFS unit that will au’comatica"g cease treatment when these areas are
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reached. T he Socorro, Sierra, and Caba”o SWCDS continue to meet with

individual landowners to sign up for this program.

The Socorro SWCD also received a grant for $29,940.00 fora Gconics E_M 38
Soil 5a]initg meter, new computer and associated software. | his salinitg meter

measures soil salinitg both vcrticaug and horizonta“g. We are going to use this meter
to hclp us in the restoration Phasc, after the Sa]t cedar has been removed. Wc will
be able to ['xclP landowners determine the variety of native spccics to rcp]ant with. We
will also offer this service to our cooperators, ie. if thcg have a Portion of a field that
is not Proclucing we”, we will do a sa]initg survey to determine if high salinity is the

causc.

FM 38 Soil Salinity Meter Vermeer Cl‘liPPer

The Sierra SWCD received a Resources for Communit3 Co”aboration;

Co”ectivc Forest Restoration (Grant - part of this grant money was used to
Purchasc a clﬂiPPcr. This chippcr will be used in conjunction with the remainder of
their cut-stump Prcjcct through the town of T or C.

The Socorro SW(C D is also estab]ishing anew | ask Order Agrccmcnt with the
Bureau of | and Management~50corro Field Ogice for $150,000 to treat

aPProximatelg 800 acres of Salt cedar on the Rio Salaclo.

Thc Socorro 5WCD website ~ www.socorroswed.com has been uPclatccl. Thc
cost share aPPIication, loan aPPIication, | ower Rio (Grande Sal’c Cedar Con’crol

Frojcct Plan, Socorro/Sierra chiona] Water Plan fact sheets, the Socorro
SWCD Long—Kangc Flan, the Socorro SWCD annual rcPorts, the noxious weed
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treatment form, and the 2003 NMACD Dircctorg are all available in PDF format

on our WCb Pagc.

Thc Fo”owir\g programs were funded throug}ﬂ the Socorro SWCD bg Feclcral

grants:

Thc Socorro 5WCD5 Noxious Weed Frogram continues to grow. Socorro

Countg has been maPPccl for the presence of noxious weeds. 5Pccics found to
date include Perennial Pepperweed, Russian knaneccl, Camelthom, Bu” thistle,
Malta star‘thistlc, Ycllow toadﬂax, Hoarg cress, and Farrohceathcr. Thc Socorro
SWCD has dcvcloPccl and acloptccl a Noxious Weed [ radication Assistance
Frogram. The Socorro SWCD treats noxious weeds on Private land at no cost to
cooPcrators that aPPIH for the Program. T[’le 50corro SWCD has cmPlogccl a
Kangc T echnician/Noxious \Weed 5Pccia|ist for over a year now without any
intcrruPtion. QOur Range T echnician continues to add to our herbarium. | he
Frogram Managcr attended National |nvasive weed Awareness chlc IV in
Washington DC, rcPresenting Socorr‘o SWCD and the Socorr‘o Countg
Noxious Weed Management Area. QOur noxious weed program is funded }33 grants
from the Bureau of | and Managcmcnt, Us Fish & Wilc”ilCC SCrvicc~Nationa|
Wildlife Rcmcugc 5gstcm and the Bosque |nitiative, and the National [Fish & Wildlife
Foundation. Russian knapwcccl was treated on several tracts of Privatc land last fall.
[Herbicide treatments bcgan this sPring on Fercnnial PCPPcrwcccl and Russian
knapwccd along the conveyance channels. Glgphomatc 41 was used. | his herbicide
has an aquatic surfactant and aquatic label and is rcgistcrccl foruse along canals.

Noxious weeds were spot treated. This treatment will continue into the fall of 200%.
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T he Socorro SWCD worked in Partnership with NM State Forcstrg—Socorro
Division Office with the Youth Conservation CorP. during the summer of 2002.
The Socorro SWCD Kange T echnician suPcr\/isecl the YCC for two weeks.
Thc YCC hand grubbccl the noxious weed Camclthom. Thc YCC also removed
the slash from this treatment. Thcg also cut the seed heads off of Fcrcrmial
PcPPcrwcccl that was dangling over the canal system in several areas. T heir help n

our noxious weed control program was grcatlg aPPreciatcd.

The Socorro SWCD concluded its demonstration Prcject on alfalfa using driP
irrigation. This past year, | 6 acre-inches of water was appliccl to the alfalfa tl‘xrough
the clriP system with one initial flood irrigation of 4.5 acre-inches. | here were fewer
leaks caused bg gophcrs this past year due Primarilg to gopher control work done 53
the landowner. Production of the alfalfa was equal to or s]ightl9 highcr than the
acﬁaccnt field's Production. This Projcct remained in oPcration until micLJulg when
water was no Ionger Present in the Middle Kio Grandc Conservancg District
oPcrations. This Projcct is funded ]39 a grant from the Bureau of Rcclama’cion.

The Socorro SWCD concluded its Salt cedar removal Prcject, funded bg the

US Fish and Wi]c”i{:e Ser\/ice~f§osquc |nitiative. | he treatment area was on land
owned }33 New Mexico T ech. Tl'xcg used their hcavg cc]uipmcnt training class to do

the initial treatment-bull dozing of Salt cedar. T hree arroyos were selected to have
the Salt cedar removed. Roo’c Plowing and root ralcing was contracted out. The
Pilcs were then burned this past winter. [Jerbicide spot retreatment will conclude fall

of 200%.

The Frogram Manager donated her time to administer these projects.
fot g P
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Y 2003

]tcm Amount
]ncomc
(irants 84,959.9%
State funding 10,19%.26
| ower Rio (Grande Salt Cedar (Control 20%,521.42
Froject
Mill levy 74,052.65
Valve/FV( sales 2,670.59
Miscellaneous 2,705.00
T otal 578,102.85
Expenditures
PBOR grant, [Fuel break grant 8,025.11
| ower Rio (Grande Salt Cedar (ontrol 176,489.4%
Frczjcct
Program manager %5,766.88
Range T echnician 28,248.98
(Cost share program 18,801.97
Office supplies, postage, meetings, dues, 18,327.7%
telephone, travel
E quipment 53,389.54
Auto 3%11.6%
(Conservation activities 21,9564
T otal 564,35 1748
Regional Water Flan: [ncome 52,60%.08
[ xpenditures: 46,567.84
| oan Account: |ncome 60,%90.01
Expcnditures: 71,917.97
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