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Present:  Eddy Harris, Vernon Leseberg, Chris Lopez, Brian Durkin, Will Kolbenschlag, Nyleen Troxel 

Stowe; Lorrie Gallegos, and Katie Mechenbier by phone. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:03 pm by Chairman Eddy Harris.   

 

The agenda passed on a motion by Chris Lopez and second by Brian Durkin. 

 

The December 2020 minutes passed on a motion by Chris Lopez and second by Brian Durkin.   

 

Office of the State Engineer:  Ms. Lorrie Gallegos was able to call in for our meeting.  Several questions 

regarding irrigation well use have arisen in the past few months.  The first question is:  Can an irrigation 

well be used if the surface water rights from the acreage have been sold?  The answer is no unless you 

lease water rights from someone else or use the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (MRGCD) 

Water Bank.  Pre-1907 water rights are very valuable and can be sold or moved onto other acreage.  

MRGCD water rights are considered junior water rights.  Another question that has come up is:  Can 

groundwater rights be sold?  They can be but it is an in-depth process.  Last year the Notice for 

Publications changed and it does take longer now-averaging seven to nine months.  Next question is: If 

the casing fails, can you drill right next to that well and do you need a permit.  The answer is yes and you 

just need to submit the form to the Office of the State Engineer.  If the well is going to be within one 

hundred feet, then you can submit an emergency affidavit and this process goes fairly quickly.  Can you 

drill a new irrigation well?  Yes, if you have pre-1907 water rights to transfer to the groundwater well.  If 

you are outside of the MRGCD benefitted area then you are filing for a new appropriation.  These are just 

some general answers and the best thing to do is to talk to the Office of the State Engineer.  Their website 

has the permit forms available. 

 

Items: 

 Financial: 

 Treasurer’s Report and Voucher Payments:  See attachments.  The report was accepted as 

presented and vouchers were paid on a motion by Chris Lopez and second by Brian Durkin. 

 Second Quarter Budget Report:  See attachment.  This has been submitted to the Department of 

Finance for approval. 

 NM Finance Authority Resolution and Loan Application:  The board discussed the draft 

application and decided to ask for $175,000 to have a new office built in the Industrial Park area of 

Socorro.  The resolution was approved on a motion by Chris Lopez and second by Brian Durkin 

with all present voting yes.  The application with the changes in the budget section was approved 

on a motion by Chris Lopez and second by Brian Durkin.  Nyleen will make the changes and gather 

the supplemental documentation that is required and get this submitted to the NM Finance 

Authority.  See attachments. 

 NMACD Work Order Agreement:  This agreement will allow us to receive Federal funding for 

BLM projects.  Each project will come with a specific work order listing funding and project 

specifications for approval from the board in the future.  This agreement was approved on a motion 

by Chris Lopez and second by Brian Durkin.  See attachment. 

 FY 2020 Agreed Upon Procedures:  This was approved by the Office of the State Auditor and has 

been released.  See attachment.   

  Cost Share: 
 Ag Projects:  Applications were received from Rudy Gonzales for new turnouts and land leveling; 

from Jason Lucero for pipeline and land leveling and Gerad Montoya for pipeline and land leveling.  

These were approved on a motion by Chris Lopez and second by Vernon Leseberg. 

 Residential:  Francie Deters submitted an application for rain barrel and drip irrigation.  This 

application was also approved on a motion by Chris Lopez and second by Vernon Leseberg. 
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 Cost Share Application Amendment:  This was sent out to the Board for review.  The new 

application will ask for the RG number when someone is submitting for irrigation well rehab.  This 

will eliminate the need for a second form from the applicant.  This was approved on a motion by 

Chris Lopez and second by Brian Durkin.  See attachment. 

 Cost Share Program Project Specifications:  See attachments.  Will Kolbenschlag has been 

working on these to incorporate the various specifications and the actual costs of doing these types 

of projects.  This will make it easier for landowners to understand how much a project will cost and 

what their cost share payment will be.  The Socorro SWCD is not following the NRCS payment 

methods, as an example, for pipeline which is calculated by the pound, not the foot of pipeline 

installed.  The board liked the format and the numbers are realistic. 

 NMDA Report:  See attachment.  Katie went over the highlights of the report. 

  

Adjourn:   Meeting concluded at 1:11 pm. 

      

________________________________     ____________________ 

Chairman             Date  


