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Thc Socorro SWCD’S Conscr\/ation Wor!(s Frogram continues to cxPand. ]t has been dcsigned to
comP]iment and enhance existing USDA programs that are available to Socorro SWCD
Coopcrators througl’zout our District. | he Fo”owing is a summary of the available programs and the
combined benefits of the Socorro SW( D’s and USDAs multifaceted program.
> Socorro SWCD lrrigatior\ Works | oan Frogram-This program is funded bg money
borrowed from the ISC and continues to grow. Onc loan was made for $ 1 9,500 to install
1,223 feet of concrete ditch Iining.
> Socorro SWCD Cost 5l‘|arc Frogram:rhis fiscal year $27,588 has been disPcrsccl
throughout the District to assist in aPPIging different conservation measures. Practices
aPPIiecl included 4,086 feet of irrigation PiPeline, i5427 cubic 3ards of dirt moved for land
]cveling, 61.2 acres of brush control, 100 foot livestock well drilled, one windmill rePIacement,
and 85 field ditch turnouts. T wo hundred and one acres benefited from these Practices.
> Urban (Conservation Frogram—This program is part of the Socorro SWCD cost share
program. T wo urban clriP systems have been installed. T his program continues to grow and
several more aPPIications have been aPProved for the next fiscal year.
> EQJF—THS USDA program is being wiclelg utilized by cooperators in the District.
Practices aPP]icd this fiscal year include 150 acres of land ]cveling, 4,187 feet of concrete
ditch Iining, 5,356 feet of irrigation Pipeline, 10,000 lineal feet of livestock Pipelinc, and over
500 water control structures.
> Conscrvation T echnical Assistance with numerous other individuals resulted in numerous
other Practices bcing aPPIiccl including 59,264 acres of Prcscribed grazing, 1,518 acres of
wetland cnhancemcnt, I ag-waste management system, and 59,226 acres of wildlife uPIand

habitat management.

These Practices resulted in 37,525 acre-inches of water being saved on 2,022 acres of land. Other
benefits derived from the aPPIication of these conservation systems include imProvecl water quality in

the irrigatccl va”cg as well as the grazing lands in the District, imProvccl wildlife habitat, and an overall

imProvemcnt in the c]ua]ity of life for all of the residents in our area.




The Socorro SWC D's Noxious Weed Frogram continues to grow. APProximatelg eighty percent
of the Countg has been maPPecl for the presence of noxious weeds. \Work continues to finish the

maPPing in the Countg. Species found to date include Ferennial PePPerweecl, Russian knapweed,
Cameltlﬂorn, Bu” ttﬂstle, Malta startt]istle, Ye”ow toadtlax, Hoar9 cress, and Farrotteatlﬂer. A
strategic Plan for the Countg has been written, along with an ]ntegrated Fest Management Flan. Ttwe
Socorro SWCD coordinates the eradication and management of these non-native, invasive sPecies
between ]:ederal, Statej and Local Government Agencies. The Socorro SWCD also works
closelg with the citizens in Socorro County to l"ICIP iclenthcg noxious weed species present on their land
and the treatment oPtions available. T he Noxious \Weed MOU now includes twenty signatures,
including the SW(CDs in Catron Countg. The Socorro Countg Noxious Weed (C ommittee is co-
chaired bg the Socorro SWCD and ttxeg are working with the Districts in Catron Countg to l'1e|P
them start a noxious weed program in that County.

The Frogram Manager received an award from New Mexico Department of Agriculture, The award
was in aPPreciation for the tremendous time and energy devoted to killing weeds and sPreading
awareness in New Mexico and without her efforts and tireless commitment the New Mexico noxious
weed program would not be where itis todag.

Ttse 50corro SWCD received an award from the New Mexico \/egetation Management
Association and the ]nteragencg Weed Action GrouP for Exemp]ar9 Leaclerstﬁp in Noxious Weed
Management~Recognition Award 2000.

(oordination between the Bureau of Keclamation and Posque del A ache National Wildlife

9 P
Ketuge resulted in two acres of Perennial PePPerweed being treated Prior toa Prcject t)eginning in that
areca. (oordination of mowing and herbicide aPPIication is being done bg the [Federal agencies with
inPut from the Socorro SWCD. All agencies continue with management of these invasive species on
a c{ai]g basis. T he Socorro SWCD received $2000 in [Farm and Range ]mProvement Funds for the
Purchase of herbicide to control noxious weeds. [Terbicide will be aPPliecl in the fall and earlg sPring.
The Frogram Manager attended the “Co”ecting, Sharing, and USing |nformation” Western
Kangelancl Nosxious Weeds Worl(stlop in Ftloenix, AZ. Stle gave a Presentation on “Obstacles to
Co”ecting Data”.



The Frogram Manager attended National ]nvasive Weed Awareness Week in Washington DC,
rePresenting the Socorro SWCD, the Socorro Countﬂ Noxious Weed Management Area, and
the New Mexico Noxious \Weed Frogram. The Frogram Manager c{isp|a5ecl the Noxious Weed
maps that had been completed to date in the Main |nterior Building. Those attending Jnvasive Weed
Awareness Weel( thougnt the Socorro SWCD’S maPPing efforts were fantastic. Tne Frogram
Manager networked with other attendees and met several People that have nelped to enhance our
program including both co-chairs of FICMNEW (Federal ]nteragency (Committee for the
Management of Noxious Weecls)‘ Tl’]e Frogram Manager also rubbed elbows with ‘Wooclg the
Weed” who is currently touring the Country and will end his tour in New Mexico.

Brent Bason has been hired on an emergency basis as the Socorro SW(C D's Kange

T echnician/Noxious Weed SPecialist. [Heis maPPing noxious weed infestations for the Sierra
SWCD and the 50corro SWCD thus showing the goocl results that come from shared resources in
noxious weed programs.

The Socorro SWCD had their noxious weed maps displaged at the Socorro Countg [air, a]ong
with live sPecimens of the most common invasive weeds in our area. | his allowed the Public to see the
extent of the infestations. Mang handouts on noxious weeds were handed out at this event.

The SOCOFFO SWCD co~sPonsored a Nationa| Fisl’t & Wilc”hce Foundation Graanu”ing
Together |nitiative with ﬁosque del APache National Wildlife Ke}cuge. The Prcject was funded and
the money will used for an aerial apphcation of herbicide to treat Salt cedar on the Kepuge and to hire

a temporary emplogee to treat some of the infestations of Russian knaneec{, Perennial PePPerweecl,

and Camelthorn.
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Thc Socorro SWCD under the direction of the Socorro/Sierra Kegional Water Flan Stecring
Committee hired Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, Hydrosphere, and Sites SW to comPlete
Fhase ] of the Kegional Water Flan. Tl’le contractors have completed the Fo”owing rePor‘ts for Fhasc
|: Future Water Demand, \Water Rights, Fopulation Frcjections, (roundwater Supplg, and [Tistoric
and Current Water Demand. Contract negotiations are currentlg undcrwaﬂ for Phase ||, which will
include the Rio (Grande \Water Suppb and Alternatives along with Public meetings to complctc the

Socorro/Sierra chional Water Plan.

The Socorro SWCD sPonsored one grant fora driP irrigation system to the Parkview Elemcntary
School Parent ] cacher Organization. The grant totaled $ 11 37.55. The clriP system will water the

newlg Plantccl shade trees and wind break around the school.

Tl’)e Socorro SWCD attended Food, Lan& & FeoP]e facilitator training in Octoberj Carcer Dag
for 7th (Graders at SCvi”eta in Maﬂ, Bosque Dags for 5&' (raders in October, the SCvi”e’ca/La
Joga Open [Housein| a \)oya in October, and /\g~Da9 at the Coil Ranch in Sierra County in
APril with the Miclwag and San Antonio kindcrgartners. The Socorro SWCD used the Ro”ir\g
Rivers Water | railer at these functions and also at the Socorro County Fair. The Socorro
SWCD Provided soil stewardshiP materials for all the K—5 grades in Socorro Countg. Thc
Socorro SWCD also sPonsorec{ three savings bonds for science fair Pro_jects c{ealing with
conservation at the Sarracino Middle School and two savings bonds for Socorro Count3 residents
for the Junior Duclc StamP program at Bosque del APachc.

The Socorro SWCD has hclpcd the Save Qur Bosque Task Force comple’ce several Prczjects.
The Socorro SWCD is continuing to hclp the Save QOur Bosque T ask Force inits efforts to start
a conservation easement and restoration program for residents that currcnt]g reside on the east side of
the Rio (Grande in the bosquecito area. Thc Socorro SWCD hclpccl the Save Our Bosque
Task ]:orce achieve 501 (c)§ status. The 50corro SWCD is also the fiscal agent fora ]:ucl Breaks

Frcject to treat 5a|t cedar in the mouths of several arroyos. This will enable the runoff in the arroyos

to reach the Rio (Grande.



Thc Socorro SWCD had seven signs installed }33 the NM State Highwag and Transportation
DePar'tmcnt on the major highwags crossing the District borders.

—

The Socorro SWCD continued with its Bureau of Reclamation Water (Conservation [Field
Services Demonstration Fro_ject for DriP ]rrigation on Alfalfa. A Profzessiona| injection system was
installed. Several types of chemical are bcing tried to eliminate the Problem with the gophers chewing
holes in the clriP tape. A volunteer has been found and she is current|9 doing the dag-to«:‘ag
maintenance on the system. | ast year, 5145 acre-inches of water peracre was aPPIicd with the clriP
system. This indicates a water savings when compared to the average consumPtive use of alfalfa in this

area.

Thc Socorro SWCD also hclpcd Socorro Countg rcP]acc sixtg Arizona cypress trees at the
northern Senior Citizens Center in Veguita. The Socorro SWCD Purchased the trees for the

Countg to aid in their comPliance with their KeleaF Grant.



Thc Socorro SWCD staF}C, Partncrs, and cooPcrators also received several awards this year. Jim
[Farmer, Soil (onservationist with the NRCS, received the Professional Service Award at the
Kegion Il meeting last gearfor his conservation Filmir\g efforts. Bl” (Chavez received the (onservation
Service Award for his efforts in Promoting the Socorro SWCD and handing out information on
conservation programs to the general Pub]ic. Ngleen Stowe, Frogram Mangerfor the Socorro
SWCD also received the Outstanding District Emplogee Award at the chion |l meeting forher
ongoing work for the District. N}jleen also received a Pinc tree “cookie” Kecognition Award in
aPPrcciation for her hard wor‘(, support and dedication from the NM State Forcstrg-Socorro
Division.




FY 2001

]tcm Amount

Jncome
Girants 35,180.71
State Funcling 9,807.60
Mill Icvg 68,070.25
Valve/F\/C sales 7,192.08
Miscellaneous 1,542.94

Total 121,795.58
Expcnditures
BOR grant 10,9%3%.00
Frogram Managcr 33,541.55
Noxious weed sPccialis’c 7,600.08
Cost share program 2%,788.55
O{:mcicc suPPIics, postage, meetings, dues, 16,508.51
tclcPhonc, travel
Equipmcnt 2,8%2.78
Auto—-incluc‘ing vehicle rcPIacemcnt CD 11,929.50
(onservation activities 2454.27
Valvc/F\/C Purchascs 7,012.77
CD-Noxious weed program matc['ling funds %5,000.00

Total 151,401.01
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